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Corporation of the Township of Perth South 
3191 Road 122 

St. Pauls, ON N0K 1 VO 
Telephone 519-271-0619 

Fax 519-271-0647 
lscott@perthsouth.ca 

April 16, 2020 

Sent by Email 

Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Premier's Office, Room 281 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7Z 1A1 

Honourable Premier Ford; 

Re: Provincially Significant Wetlands Designation 

At the regular meeting of Perth South Council held on March 17, 2020 correspondence 
was received from the Municipality of West Nipissing, the Village of Merrickville-Wolford 
and Norfolk County (attached hereto) regarding the above noted issue. As a rural 
municipality, we share the same concerns raised and thoroughly support the resolutions 
passed and information provided by these municipalities. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter and please contact our office if you 
require any further information. 

Regards, 

d1f1 
Lizet Scott 
Clerk 

Attachments 

mailto:lscott@perthsouth.ca


Joie de vivre 
The Corporation of the Municipality of West Nipissing ~~ La Corporation de la Municipalite de Nipissing Ouest 

101-225, rue Holditch Street, Sturgeon Falls, ON P2B lTl~-::::,.. 
~ P/T (705) 753-2250 (1-800-263-53S9) 

F/TC (705) 753-3950 West Nipissing Quest 

March 3,2020 

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Premier's Office, Room 281 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A lAl 

Honourable Premier Ford: 

SUBJECT: PROVINCIALLY SIGNIFICANT WETLANDS DESIGNATION 

At its regular meeting held on February 25, 2020, Council for the Municipality of West Nipissing 
passed resolution 2020/080, attached hereto. The resolution supports a request circulated by the 
Village of Merrickville-Wolford, asking the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to 
respectfully review its practices and procedures to include a requirement to provide supporting 
evidence, to impacted municipalities, when designating Provincially Significant Wetlands within 
their boundaries. 

We trust the enclosed is self-explanatory. 

Respectfully, 

~~~~ 
c/

Deputy Clerk/ Assistant to the 
Chief Administrative Officer 

\Encl. 

cc: Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
Ontario Municipalities 

l~ Visit our website at • Consultez notre site Web a 
~: www.westnipissingouest.ca 
1,- . -

www.westnipissingouest.ca
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The Corporation of the Municipality of West Nipissing /

La Corporation de la Municipalite de Nipissing Quest

Resolution No.

2020/ 0 8 0 

FEBRUARY 25, 2020 

------
ose par: 

r / V 
c,,/ 

WHEREAS the Municipality of West Nipissing received resolution no. R-029-20 from the Village of 
Merrickville-Wolford, attached_ hereto; pertaining to the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry's practices and procedures when designating of Provincially Significant Wetlands; 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Municipality of West Nipissing supports the Village of 
Merrickville-Wolford requesting that the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to respectfully 
provide supporting evidence with respect to the expansion of wetlands designations within their 
boundaries; 

BE IT FURTHER -RESOLVED THAT Council for the Municipality of West Nipissing calls upon the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to respectfully review its practices and procedures to 
include a requirement to provide supporting evidence, to impacted municipalities, when 
designating Provincially Significant Wetlands within their boundaries; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, 
the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA} and 
all Ontario municipalities. 

YEAS I NAYS 

DUHAIME, Yvon 

FISHER, Christopher 

LARABIE, Roland 

MALETTE, Leo 
ROVEDA, Dan 

SEGUIN, Jeremy 

SENECAL, Denis 

SENECAL, Lise 

SAVAGE, Joanne (MAYOR) 
DEFERRED OR TABLED: ________ 
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Incorporated Facsimile (613) 289-3096 
Wolford 1850 
Menickvllle 1880 
Amalgamated 1998 

VILLAGE OF MERRICKVILLE-WOLFORD 
February 5, 2020 

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Premier's Office, Room 281 
Legislative Building., Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON, M7A 1A1 

Dear Premier Ford: 

Re: Provlnclally Significant w,uands Designation 

Please find attached the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrlckville-Wolford's 
Resolution No. R-029-20, with respect to the Village's concerns surrounding the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry's practices and procedures while implementing designations of 
Provincially Significant Wetlands. · 

While the attached resolution is tailored to a Village-specific issue, it is Council's·position that 
the concerns expressed therein are being experienced by municipalities Province-wide. 

. . 

Thank you in advance for the consideration that you give this matter. 

Yours 'truly, 

ne 
lerk/Olrector, Economic Development 

c. Honourable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and·Forestry 
Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Andy Brown, CAO of the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
All Ontario municipalities 

317 Brock Street West, P.O. Box 340, Merrlckvllle, Ontario KOG 1NO 
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VILLAGE OF MERRICKVILLE•WOLFORD 

Resolution Number: R - O29 -20 

Date: January 27, 2020 

Moved by: CamerQn Foster 

Seconded by: ·Cameron Foster 

I 

Telephone (813) 269-4791 
Facsimile (813)' 269-3095 

;f~{Cler.~s use ~,:i.lyt rf·.:·:·_.~:-.· :. : 
;teq·uired:• .· .. · ·· : · -.< / ·· ··-': :· 1 

Recorded Vote Requested' . 
By: 

.}:1a1pei:tov:- ·,·.t:•:/N·-._::.: 
1.MolCc>y-':;•_:·. :: y .·, .. :N .- .· -
Struthers ·"-: _::v. :·...N.. :··, 

Molloy 

WHEREAS the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is endeavouring to adopt a new Official 

Plan as required per Section 17 of the Planning Act and the Village is required to 

incorporate the Provincial Policy Statements of the Act; 

AND WHEREAS the Provincial Policy Statements require the Village to provide in its 

Official Plan the updated-provisions of n_ew and expanded Provincially Significant 

Wetlands designations; 

AND WHEREAS·the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford is . 
concerned that the expansion of these wetlands Is detrimentally affecting certain 

landowners and the Village's assessment base; 

AND WHEREAS ~he Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merric~vnte-Wolford is 

'Concerned that designation~ of Provincially Signifi~ant Wetlands have occurred 

throughout the Province of Ontario without the provision of supporting evidence; 

317 Brock Street West, P.O. Box 340, Merrickvllle, Ontario KOG 1NO 
IAIW\AI mArrir.Jn1llll'l-1111nlfnrrf r.i:i rAr.Antinn@mArrlr.kvlllA-1111nlfnrrl r.A 
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VILLAGE OF MERRICKVILLE-WOLFORD . 

AND W!-iEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford Is 
. . 

concerned about the expansion of the Provincially Significant Wetlands in the Northeast 

quadrant of the Village; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Village of Merrickville-.Wolford is 

concerned that these wetlands designations have been expanded wit~out the Ministry 

of Natural Resources and Forestry having provided to the Village supporting evidence 

to justify said expansion; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the:Council of the Corporation of the 

Village of Merrickville-Wolford. does hereby resp~ctfully request that the Mjnistry of 

Natural Resources and For~stry provide the Village with_supporting evidence with 

respect to the expansion of these wetlands designations; 

AND THAT the Ministry of Natural Resources.and Forestry re-evaluate the subject 

properties without :delay; 

AND THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Honourable Premier Doug Ford, 

Minister of Natural Resources-and Forestry, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing, the United Counties ~f Leeds and Grenville, the Association of Municipalities. 

of Ontario and the Rural Ontario Municipal Association and all Ontario municipalities. 

J. Douglas Struthers, Mayor 

317 Brock Street West, P.O. Box 340, Merrickville, Ontario KOG 1NO 
1MAM, m~rrlnlntlllA-1111nlfnrrl n" rAr.Antinn@mArrlr.kvillA-wnlfnrrt r..s:i 
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Norfolk County 
Office of the Mayor 

March 1, 2020 

Ontario Municipalities 

Dear Heads of Council and Councillors: 

Re: Issues regarding the mapping of Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs) 

Norfolk County Council is working to address significant issues that have come to our attention regarding the 

mapping of Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSWs). 

Following the Ministry's updated mapping related to PSWs, the County updated its Official Plan to bring its 

policies in line with the new mapping. Following that, the County planning staff introduced a Zoning By-Law 

amendment to update the zoning to reflect the new mapping and to provide consistency between the Zoning 

By-Law and the Official Plan. Though the mapping is wholly outside the County's process and control, the 

zoning by-law amendment was not approved by Council, flowing from significant public concern about the 

updated mapping affecting people's properties. In some cases, some of these changes were very significant. 

The County submitted comments to the province as part of the review of the Provincial Policy statement 

requesting that the process for PSW mapping be significantly improved to allow for transparency and better 

land owner engagement, including, for example, a right of appeal or formal dispute resolution process. This 

will allow for land owners to be properly informed and engaged where land use designations that affect their 

property may result. The current process appears to be severely underfunded and without any meaningful 

way for affected residents to engage. 

The County is seeking support from other rural municipalities who may be affected by this to address this 

issue with the province. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

Yours Truly, 

Mayor Kristal Chopp 

Norfolk County 

cc. The Honourable Steve Clark, 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

o Governor 50 Colborne St., S. • Simcoe ON N3Y 4H3 
Simcoe T: 519.426.5870 Ext. 1220 • F: 519.426.7366 
Square norfolkcounty.ca 




