
The Corporation of the Township of Madoc 
15651 Highway 62, P.O. Box 503, Madoc, Ontario KOK 2KO 
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February 11, 2020 

Hon. Ernie Hardeman 

Minister of Agriculture, Food & Rural Affairs 

77 Grenville Street, 11th Floor 

Toronto, Ontario M5S 183 

Via Email: minister.omafra@ontario.ca 

Dear Minister Hardeman, 

Ontario farms have come under increasing threat from trespassers and activists who illegally enter 

property, barns and buildings, causing significant disruptions to the entire agri-food sector. These 

activists are trespassing under fake pretenses to gain entrance onto farm properties. They have seized 

private property and threatened the health and safety of Ontario farms, employees, livestock and crops. 

These individuals and organizations are causing health and safety concerns and undue stress to Ontario 

farmers, their families and their businesses. Once peaceful protests have escalated to trespassing, 

invading, barn break-ins and harassment. These incidents distress farmers, their families and employees, 

and threaten the health of the livestock and crops when activists breach biosecurity protocols, 
ultimately putting the entire food system at risk. 

We strongly support the new proposed legislation, Bill 156: Security from Trespass and Protecting Food 

Safety Act. This new legislation is an important way to keep our farm and food supply safe for all 

Ontarians. Bill 156 provides a balanced approach to protecting farms while recognizing a citizen's right 

to protest. This new legislation will ensure farm businesses have a legal standing to protect their farm, 

family and employees, livestock, crops and ultimately the entire food system. Bill 156: Security from 

Trespass and Protecting Food Safety Act is good news for Ontario's agri-food industry 

Sincerely, 

Loyde Blackburn 

Reeve, Madoc Township 
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