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The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building
Queen's Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

March 25, 2026
Re: Time-Sensitive: Strengthening Municipal Accountability and Public Trust (Bill 9)

Dear Premier Ford,

When we met in Sarnia last August, we discussed Bill 9 and its intent to strengthen
municipal accountability. At that time, | affirmed my support for the province’s effort to
move this legislation forward. The fundamental principles of Bill 9 are sound and provide an
important foundation; however, the Bill requires a significant change before it becomes
law.

The introduction of a standardized code of conduct and the proposed integrity
commissioner reforms are positive and necessary steps forward. However, based on more
than four decades of experience in municipal politics, | believe the Bill’s greatest flaw lies in
its mechanism for removing councillors in serious cases of misconduct. Requiring local
councils to participate in the removal of a peer, particularly through unanimous agreement,
places councils in an inappropriate and untenable position. On matters of serious
contention, unanimity is rarely achievable, rendering the mechanism effectively futile. This
approach undermines both fairness and public confidence and fails to provide
municipalities with a meaningful ability to act in extreme cases.

In circumstances of this magnitude, decisions should not rest with a council. Instead, such
matters should be heard and ruled upon by an independent, non-partisan authority,
removed from local political dynamics and capable of making impartial determinations in
the public’s interest.

If the provincial government intends to maintain municipal councils’ responsibility for
adjudicating such decisions, the threshold for action must be revised. A two-thirds
majority, or a simple majority of council excluding the subject member, would provide a
more reasonable, fair, and workable standard.



This is a time-sensitive issue, and the need for action is becoming more urgent as
municipalities continue to encounter situations they are powerless to address. Without
meaningful change, the current conditions and lack of adequate protection will have a
chilling effect on those considering public office at the municipal level. Capable,
community-minded individuals may be discouraged from seeking election if there is no
effective independent mechanism to address extreme misconduct, protect the integrity of
council and the well-being of the community.

| am copying this letter to mayors and councils across Ontario in the hope that they will
also raise their voices on this matter before the legislation is finalized, to ensure this
serious flaw is addressed in what is otherwise an important and necessary piece of
legislation for the Province of Ontario and its municipalities for the 2026-2030 council term
of office.

Thank you for your consideration. | would welcome the opportunity to discuss these
concerns and possible paths forward at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Mike Bradley
Mayor, City of Sarnia

Cc:  The Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
John Fraser, MPP, Interim Leader, Ontario Liberal Party
Marit Stiles, MPP, Leader of the Official Opposition, Ontario NDP Party
Bob Bailey, MPP for Sarnia-Lambton
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Mayor and Council for municipalities across Ontario
Sarnia City Council
Lambton County Council
City of Sarnia Senior Management

255 Christina St N
Sarnia ON N7T 7N2
P: 519-332-0330 ext. 3312 F: 519-332-3995 mayor@sarnia.ca  www.sarnia.ca



Municipality of Tweed Council Meeting
Council Meeting

Resolution No. 9y

Title: City of Sarnia - Bill 9
Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2026
Moved by Councillor J. Flieler

Seconded by Councillor J. Palmateer

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council supports the concerns raised regarding Bill 9, Strengthening
Municipal Accountability and Public Trust, particularly the need for a more effective and impartial
mechanism to address serious misconduct by members of council;

AND FURTHER THAT Council directs staff to forward correspondence of support to the Premier of
Ontario, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local MPP, AMO, and Ontario municipalities.

Carried
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